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All this may be so, yet there is something in the man-
agement and way of doing things that is suspicious and
strange, to say the least. Mr. Motley may, on reading this
unauthorized letter expressing softly the sentiments of Mr.
Seward, become reconciled to him personally and doubly
vindictive towards the President.

February 5, Tuesday. Seward handed me in Cabinet a
dispatch from Mr. Hovey, our Minister to Peru, inclosing
correspondence with Admiral Dahlgren relative to Tucker,
a Rebel deserter, formerly Commander in our Navy and
now Admiral in the Peruvian Navy, and wished I would
try to get the matter adjusted. It is a troublesome dif-
ficulty and not easy to dispose of, though not of great
moment.

Seward also read McCracken's letter concerning Motley
and other ministers and consuls abroad who are out-
spoken Radicals and, he says, objectionable and officious
in other respects. I again asked if McCracken was willing
to have his name given to the public. Without answering
my question direct, he said if men wrote letters concerning
public men and public business, they must take the risk of
their being published. McCracken,'Seward says, is a New-
Yorker of wealth, a relative of Charles 0'Conor, has influ-
ence, and if Sumner and his men want to fight the down-
town bugs, damn them, let them. This is, I suppose, sec-
ond-hand from Thurlow Weed.

The Richmond papers have the Southern proposed plan
which the President showed me a few days since. It was
not my suggestion to set off exclusion and secession. This,
I think, shows want of judgment and tact on the part of
those who have the subject in hand, nor do I think it wise
to publish the plan before it has even been submitted to
the legislature of any one State. There is an undercurrent
in this, as in the Philadelphia Convention, that I dislike.
As regards the project itself, I do not admire it as a whole,
or as a compromise. In fact, I am not disposed to tamper